
House should vote for Filipino vets

Written by Mike Honda
Thursday, 11 September 2008 19:00

An op-ed I jointly authored with Congressman Darrell Issa (R-CA), was published in the
Politico  today:

  
  

Recently, Manuel Braga attended the funeral of yet another friend and World War II veteran.

  

As the body of James Mijares was lowered into a grave, all Braga, 81, could think was that
another friend had died waiting for something he earned that never arrived: the veterans’
benefits the U.S. government promised in 1942.

  

Braga and Mijares, both Filipinos, fought in World War II under the U.S. flag. Ironically, the
weekend of Mijares’ funeral was also the 67th anniversary of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s
ordering into service the Armed Forces of the Philippines, an American commonwealth. But the
U.S. Congress went back on its promise in 1946 when it passed a bill that specifically yanked
benefits from Filipino veterans.

  

As Congress comes back into session this month, we will have in the House of Representatives
one more opportunity to right this wrong. In April, the Senate passed the Veterans Benefits
Enhancement Act by an overwhelming 96-1 vote, with all the World War II veterans from that
chamber standing behind their Filipino comrades.

  

Now it is our turn in the House. And this is not just about benefits for a few surviving heroes; it is
also about our honor as a country and a legislative body. If we are a country of promise making,
we should also be a country of promise keeping.

    

Read more...
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